Hepatitis B virus infection in patients with systemic lupus erythematosus.
Sera from 76 patients with systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE) were examined for HBsAg, anti-HBsAb and total anti-HBcAB by radioimmunoassay. Fifteen patients (19.7%) had one or more of these serological markers of HBV infection. This is comparable to the sero-prevalence in 100 sex- and age-matched healthy individuals (19%). There was no significant difference in the prevalence of HBV infection in patients who had received immunosuppressants compared with those who had not. Patients who had received transfusion of blood or blood products had a higher prevalence of serological markers but this was not statistically significant.